SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Civil Division
__________________________________________
)
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ex rel.
)
JEFFREY MILLS,
)
)
Plaintiffs,
)
)
2013 CA 004624 B
v.
)
Judge Judith Bartnoff
)
COMPASS GROUP PLC, et al.,
)
)
Defendants.
)
__________________________________________)
DECLARATION OF SADIE BARR IN SUPPORT OF RELATOR SHARE AWARD
I, Sadie Barr, do hereby declare and state:
1.

From 2011 to 2013, I served as a School Account Manager (2011-2012) and a

Community Nutrition Specialist (2012-2013) for Revolution Foods, a food services company
contracted with District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS). I was responsible for all food
outreach, education, and marketing efforts to seven DCPS facilities in 2011-2012, and three
DCPS facilities in 2012-2013.
2.

During this time, DCPS had a cost-reimbursable contract with Chartwells Thompson

Hospitality Group (Chartwells), and food service operations for DCPS were operating at a
substantial yearly loss. Revolution Foods started serving DCPS in 2010 as part of a pilot program
to serve healthful meals. We were responsible for providing the same services as Chartwells,
including provision of meals and management of cafeteria labor.
3.

I met Jeff Mills, then Director of the Office of Food and Nutrition Services for DCPS

(OFNS), during the first week of school in school year 2011-2012 at Powell Elementary School,
a DCPS facility. Though Revolution Foods served 85 schools in the region, DCPS was our
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highest profile account and the majority of my time was dedicated to serving those schools and
working closely with Mr. Mills and his OFNS team.
4.

Through interactions with Mr. Mills, I saw the commitment and passion Mr. Mills

displayed in serving the District and improving food quality and access for all DCPS students. I
met with Mr. Mills and his OFNS team on a bi-weekly basis throughout the school year. Mr.
Mills held these meetings with each vendor in order to receive updates on meal participation
numbers, conduct tastings for new menu items, and learn about new nutrition education and
marketing initiatives I was pursuing. I also interacted with Mr. Mills when he would visit the
schools at mealtimes. Through these meetings and interactions, it was clear that Mr. Mills cared
deeply to ensure that students had access to and were receiving high quality and healthy food.
5.

During Mr. Mills’ tenure at OFNS, I saw a significant improvement in DCPS food

programs. Mr. Mills ensured that only approved menus items were served to students, which
increased overall food quality and healthfulness. Mr. Mills was primarily responsible for
increasing the amount of local food served in schools, as well as developing salad bar programs,
which allowed more students access to fresh fruits and vegetables. Mr. Mills improved food
access through support of breakfast in the classroom (BIC) and supper programs.
6.

I was originally made aware of fraudulent actions conducted by Chartwells through

conversations with the DC school food community during the fall of 2011. I heard from my
colleagues at Revolution Foods, from OFNS staff, and from school faculty members that the
schools served by Chartwells were not happy with the food quality or the services provided.
Chartwells was stockpiling and wasting food at their schools, charged high prices for meals, and
served poor quality food. The cost of Chartwells meals was higher than Revolution Foods,
despite the lack of locally-sourced or fresh ingredients.
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